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Newsletter – November 2025 
 
TDAG ONLINE SEMINARS – ALL FREE TO ATTEND 
 
Our last online seminar for 2025 – 9th December 2-4pm GMT on  
Resilience through BNG? What have we learned in England – a two-year review  
 
Register here: https://bham-ac-
uk.zoom.us/meeting/register/UJOo9UqZSnKFvqY07VnMtw#/registration  
 
Past online seminars 
You can find all the recordings, presentations and chat here:  
https://www.tdag.org.uk/past-events.html 
 
You can also go to our YouTube page if you just want to see the recording: 
https://www.youtube.com/@treesanddesignactiongroup7020  
 
Congratulations to the winner and runners-up of the first TDAG/The 
Mersey Forest Ideas Lab early career research prize 
This is sponsored by The Mersey Forest Ideas Lab. Professor Cecil Konijnendijk gave an 
inspiring talk as always and this was followed by six very different research projects from 
early career researchers all of which identified important areas of evidence-based research to 
support the urban forest.   
You can see all six research presentations and a recording of the event, including the keynote 
talk by Professor Cecil Konijnendik here: https://www.tdag.org.uk/past-events.html 
 
A poll was then carried out and the audience voted for the winner and two runners up and 
we are pleased to announce the results:  

• In first place, Elle Smith from the University of Leeds for her work on The role of 
private garden trees and woodland cover for 3-30-300 success in seven English cities  

• In second place, Will Leaning from the University of Sheffield for his work on 
Predicting the impacts of climate change on urban green populations and urban 
forest strategies 

• In third place Isabella Bhoan of WW+ P Architects for her work on Learning the Land 
Digitally – LIM.  

 
Our congratulations to the winner and runners-up, but our thanks and appreciation to all the 
presenters for a superb insight into the work they are all doing. 
 
Seminar topics for 2026 – suggestions please! 
We are thinking about looking at all aspects of urban trees as critical infrastructure with each 
issue supported by case studies which we will also add to the TDAG case studies library. 
Please send us your suggestions for issues that concern you and any suggestions for relevant 
case studies. 
Email: sue.jamesriba@gmail.com  
 
RESEARCH ROUND-UP: IMPLICATIONS FOR PRACTITIONERS 
This is a new section for the newsletter inviting researchers to submit a  200-word overview 
of a completed project or completed output/thing to look at/read/use outlining why it is 
relevant to those working with trees in the urban environment along with a link to the 
research itself for those who want to know more! 

https://bham-ac-uk.zoom.us/meeting/register/UJOo9UqZSnKFvqY07VnMtw#/registration
https://bham-ac-uk.zoom.us/meeting/register/UJOo9UqZSnKFvqY07VnMtw#/registration
https://www.tdag.org.uk/past-events.html
https://www.youtube.com/@treesanddesignactiongroup7020
https://www.tdag.org.uk/past-events.html
mailto:sue.jamesriba@gmail.com
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Complete this form to have your research included in a future TDAG newsletter: 
https://forms.office.com/e/HA5t0rqq0A  
  
Research outcomes in a TDAG newsletter will be moved to the Research section of the TDAG 
website for future reference https://www.tdag.org.uk/research.html  
 
This month’s research submissions: 
None have been received this month. Please do let us know if you have any current or 
completed research that would be of interest to the wider TDAG community. 
 
 
 
EVENTS BY OTHERS 
 
Urban Design Group 7 November Online 13.00-14.00 
AI and Designing Public Spaces 
Professor Carlo Ratti, MIT, explains how technology, ecology and design can come together to 
shape the next generation of urban life. 
 
Treescapes Research Conference 17-18 November 2025, Durham 
Britain’s Forest Future: research/practice Exchange 
Find out more and register on this link: https://britainsforestfuture.zohobackstage.eu/event 
 
Biophilic Design Journal Conference 17 November, London 
Policy – Place – Planet 
One week to go! The Biophilic Design Conference Westminster London - where design, 
policy and nature unite to build a healthier world. 
  
A full day of mini-Ted type talks at Westminster London dedicated to nature-based solutions 
and biophilic design, exploring the science, evidence, innovation, practical guidelines, and 
real-world examples in the presence of government, cross spectrum industry, design, 
suppliers, investors, academia and, we hope, you. 
“There is no time to waste, as we each fight our major climate and health crisis. Join 
pioneers and cross sector leaders. Together we can accelerate a better way of designing 
homes, schools, hospitals, cities.” Dr Vanessa Champion, founder of the conference. 
Join us, Biophilic Design - the Key to Climate-Ready and Healthy Cities. 
https://journalofbiophilicdesign.com/biophilic-design-conference 
 
Nature Finance Conference 25 November 9.30-19.00 IET, Savoy Place, London 
Subject: Rebuilding our natural infrastructure for a sustainable future. 
https://ecosystemsknowledge.net/event/nature-finance-uk-2025/  
 
TCPA Annual Conference 27 November 10am-3.30pm, Regent’s University, London 
This will focus on ‘The purpose of planning’. 
This event is supported by Greenbelt.  
*TCPA member and concession rates are available. 
View the agenda and secure your place: TCPA Annual Conference 2025 
 
Landscape Institute 27November 1-2pm online 
Jellicoe 2025 lecture: New Homes, New Landscapes  
The Landscape Institute (LI) is hosting an online lecture titled “New homes, new 
landscapes: where and how to build homes to benefit people, place, and nature.” 
You can find out more and register to attend here.  
 
NEW PUBLICATIONS AND INFORMATION FROM OTHERS 

https://forms.office.com/e/HA5t0rqq0A
https://www.tdag.org.uk/research.html
https://britainsforestfuture.zohobackstage.eu/event
https://journalofbiophilicdesign.com/biophilic-design-conference
https://ecosystemsknowledge.net/event/nature-finance-uk-2025/
https://tcpa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cc8b6cd54e9e440e4b818d95&id=1234b749e9&e=11db9925ff
https://tcpa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cc8b6cd54e9e440e4b818d95&id=c8adcf6b69&e=11db9925ff
https://gip-uk.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cc8b6cd54e9e440e4b818d95&id=bf29260b8a&e=11db9925ff
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With thanks to the Natural Cambridge Partnership, TCPA, GI Partnership, Urban Design 
Group, the Reclaim Network, and others. 
 
Getting SuDS right from the start animation from CIRIA  
A short animation introduces new guidance on Getting SuDS right from the start, produced 
by the Construction Industry Research and Information Association (CIRIA)  Watch the 
video here.  
 
UK off track on tree planting targets  
An analysis of the latest forestry statistics by the think-tank Energy and Climate Intelligence 
Unit (ECIU) reveals that the UK is set to fall short of the Climate Change Committee’s (CCC) 
2030 tree planting recommendations and could miss the 2024/25 target by over 1,000 
hectares, an area approximately the size of the Isle of Wight by 2030. Read more here.  
 
New study links access to green space to reduced risk of hypertension   
A major study published in Hypertension Research has found that long-term exposure to air 
pollution significantly raises the risk of hypertension, while proximity to green spaces may 
help lower it. The findings highlight the importance of integrating clean air initiatives with 
green infrastructure to support cardiovascular health. Read more here.   
 
RHS – 42% of garden space is paved over 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/oct/21/nearly-half-of-uk-garden-space-is-
paved-over-rhs-study-finds  
 
Climate Change Committee letter to Secretary of State at Defra on Adaptation 
Climate Change Committee - Letter on adapting to climate changeCe Committee - 
Letter on adapting to climate  
Wood burners are unhealthy – latest research 
https://www.itv.com/news/2025-10-23/ending-domestic-wood-burning-could-save-the-nhs-
54-million-a-year 
 
A fourth generation of New Towns - focusing on delivery 
The new generation of New Towns needs durable delivery arrangements and clearer 
definitions of the means of delivery, said John Walker (Former Chief executive of the 
Commission for New Towns and deputy general manager of the Milton Keynes Development 
Corporation) in his recent TCPA lecture. In his speech, Walker outlined his seven principles 
for success. Read the speech. 
 
Select Committee reports on Land Value Capture and New Towns 
The TCPA welcomes reports published in the last week by the House of Lords Built 
Environment Select Committee following their inquiry into New Towns, and by the Housing, 
Communities and Local Government Select Committee on their inquiry into Land Value 
Capture. The Association made written submissions and gave oral evidence to both 
inquiries. Read our response 
 
New Towns: Laying the Foundations 
The Built Environment Committee has published its report, ‘New Towns: Laying the 
Foundations,’ following its inquiry into new towns. The report references the TCPA's 
evidence on healthy placemaking and new towns. Read the report 
 
Practical Hope - community planning guides 
Our new guides help communities to put sustainable planning principles into practice. The 
resources focus on the most pressing climate-related challenges affecting 
communities: flood risk, overheating and retrofit.  
View the guides: Practical Hope: inspiration for community action 
Watch the launch webinar: Community planning guides webinar 
 

https://gip-uk.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cc8b6cd54e9e440e4b818d95&id=98fc83890d&e=11db9925ff
https://gip-uk.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cc8b6cd54e9e440e4b818d95&id=09d805e75b&e=11db9925ff
https://gip-uk.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cc8b6cd54e9e440e4b818d95&id=778ac17776&e=11db9925ff
https://gip-uk.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cc8b6cd54e9e440e4b818d95&id=6943ed34c0&e=11db9925ff
https://gip-uk.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cc8b6cd54e9e440e4b818d95&id=141e836549&e=11db9925ff
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/oct/21/nearly-half-of-uk-garden-space-is-paved-over-rhs-study-finds
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/oct/21/nearly-half-of-uk-garden-space-is-paved-over-rhs-study-finds
https://fgc6x.r.ag.d.sendibm3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/SMK1E8tHeG13GxFyurW44ZMeGnA8/c0q9PP85MRaa
https://www.itv.com/news/2025-10-23/ending-domestic-wood-burning-could-save-the-nhs-54-million-a-year
https://www.itv.com/news/2025-10-23/ending-domestic-wood-burning-could-save-the-nhs-54-million-a-year
https://tcpa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cc8b6cd54e9e440e4b818d95&id=8d75bc6817&e=11db9925ff
https://tcpa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cc8b6cd54e9e440e4b818d95&id=1831cd038d&e=11db9925ff
https://tcpa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cc8b6cd54e9e440e4b818d95&id=51a9fa91e0&e=11db9925ff
https://tcpa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cc8b6cd54e9e440e4b818d95&id=50674b983a&e=11db9925ff
https://tcpa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cc8b6cd54e9e440e4b818d95&id=a5882bd082&e=11db9925ff
https://tcpa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cc8b6cd54e9e440e4b818d95&id=6a6ce352a7&e=11db9925ff
https://tcpa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cc8b6cd54e9e440e4b818d95&id=157dba5b27&e=11db9925ff
https://tcpa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cc8b6cd54e9e440e4b818d95&id=aaab16aa4a&e=11db9925ff


4 
 

Child-friendly places: case studies from England, Scotland and Wales 
The TCPA has partnered with A Place in Childhood on new case studies that spotlight places 
and projects that are meaningfully responding to the rights, needs and voices of children 
and young people in the built environment. 
View the case studies: Child-friendly places 
 
Health and Wellbeing in Planning Network  
Creating healthy places requires breaking down traditional silos between sectors. This was 
the clear message from participants at the Health and Wellbeing in Planning 
Network’s second annual Summer Forum, hosted by NHS Property Services. This blog 
shares reflections from the discussion.  
 
 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA 
Just a reminder that TDAG now has two social media accounts (we decided to delete the 
Twitter/X account): 

• BlueSky 
https://bsky.app/profile/tdagtalktree.bsky.social 

• LinkedIn:  
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-trees-and-design-action-group-trust/ 

 
 
 
Let us know of any events, publications, or other matters of interest to share! 
Sue, Emma and Dee for the Trees and Design Action Group 

https://tcpa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cc8b6cd54e9e440e4b818d95&id=1bd6e15c28&e=11db9925ff
https://tcpa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cc8b6cd54e9e440e4b818d95&id=b692fce120&e=11db9925ff
https://tcpa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cc8b6cd54e9e440e4b818d95&id=b692fce120&e=11db9925ff
https://tcpa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cc8b6cd54e9e440e4b818d95&id=cb59421dae&e=11db9925ff
https://tcpa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cc8b6cd54e9e440e4b818d95&id=cb59421dae&e=11db9925ff
https://bsky.app/profile/tdagtalktree.bsky.social
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-trees-and-design-action-group-trust/
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