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Achieving Tree Success in Complex, Dense Urban Environments:

A case study - 351 Caledonian Road, Islington





Stage 0-1: 
Strategic definition, 
preparation & briefing
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Å 1.9 ha of vacant land
Å 63% of the site SINC Borough 

Grade I
Å Two areas of woodland 

protected by TPO
Å Scarcity of woodland within 

Islington
Å Partly in a Conservation Area
Å Heavily infested with 

Japanese knotweed
Å Fly tipping
Å River Fleet culverted 

underneath

North London Line

High speed Channel 
Tunnel Rail Link 5m 
below
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175 trees in the SINC 
including secondary 
woodland
15 trees outside of 
woodland protected by TPO



Stage 2:  
Concept Design and 
Pre-application 
discussion
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Ψ²Ŝ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ǳǊōŀƴ 
oasis, an island of biodiversity in the most 
ŘŜƴǎŜƭȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ōƻǊƻǳƎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩ

Alex Luria Associate at Jestico + Whiles
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Tree Survey 2013



Stage 3: Spatial 

coordination and 
planning applications
2014 
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Arboricultural Impact Assessment to 
.{ руотΥнлмн  Ψ¢ǊŜŜǎ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
design, demolition and construction. 
wŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ
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Å Initial loss of 26% canopy 

cover equation to 65 trees
Å 156 residential units
Å Small commercial unit
Å 2408 new trees and shrubs 
Å 480 semi mature trees
Å Woodland managed by 25 

year management plan
Å Secured by S106 agreement
Å Pedestrian route
Å  Educational nature trail with 

bird hide for local school
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Stage 4: 
Technical Design and 
planning condition 
discharge
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Code for Sustainable 
Homes Level 5
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Arboricultural 
Solutions 
Meeting
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Stage 5: 
Manufacturing and 
construction ς 
compliance         2015
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Planting with 2 schools - 2016
 



https://www.standerwick.co.uk/housing/caledonian-road-
islington 
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https://www.standerwick.co.uk/housing/caledonian-road-islington
https://www.standerwick.co.uk/housing/caledonian-road-islington
https://www.standerwick.co.uk/housing/caledonian-road-islington
https://www.standerwick.co.uk/housing/caledonian-road-islington
https://www.standerwick.co.uk/housing/caledonian-road-islington
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Ecologically lead new planting of native trees and shrubs at a range of sizes
2018
 



Stage 6: 
Handover and use
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What the applicant wants What the LPA 

needs

What the Arboricultural 

consultant does

Important information

Success on every metric To show that they 

made the right 

decision and to use 

as an exemplar to 

build on best 

practice

To demonstrate 

that the policies of 

the LP and Design 

Code have been 

met and to reflect

Reflect and re-visit to 

learn 

Clear records

Happy residents

Happy trees

A vibrant living, healthy 

landscaped based on good soil, 

strong new communities and a 

growing tree metrics.
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