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Garden Village, York

case 
study

Derwenthorpe



living legacy 
of JRHT

Derwenthorpe builds on Joseph 
M~µ|®ªkk 6~¯«s|q Pª¯«®í« q^ªik| ´szz^qk 
legacy, reinterpreting the principles of 
landscape, nature and community to 
create a modern, healthy place to live æ 
sustained through long -term 
stewardship.

New Earswick



Derwenthorpe

Å 500 new homes of mixed 
tenure

Å developed by Joseph 
Rowntree Housing Trust to be 
a socially and environmentally 
sustainable community.

Å 18 acres of managed open 
land (35% of the total 
development)

Å flood risk and water 
management integral to the 
masterplan
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site reality
Å The site, located in the village of Osbaldwick , 

comprised rough pasture with overgrown 

hedgerows.

Å Little used by the locals other than dog 

walkers. Antisocial behaviour .

Å It was waterlogged, flood -vulnerable land. 

Å A significant area of green space at the city 

boundary.



design
1. Landscape principles guided the 

development of the masterplan.

2. Building on the existing natural features to 
create a green and blue network to support 
biodiversity.

3. GI delivered before the homes were built to 
create a sense of place and character for the 
garden village. 

4. TheSuDS is designed to reduce the flood risk to 
residents and those living downstream of 
Osboldwick Beck. 

masterplan

phase 1



construction
1. GI  and BI were delivered before the homes 

were built to create a sense of place and 
character for the garden village.

Å Advantages:

Å  Disadvantages

2. All the soils excavated and stored for re -use.  
The high clay content made handling soils 
quite difficult and required careful handling to 
avoid compaction.

3. Advance procurement of plant material, 
especially trees.

4. Control over the selection of landscape 
contractor and nurseries, continuity of 
contractors for future phases.

5. Regular site inspections and nursery visits.



planting strategy

Tiered strategy from ornamental 
planting blending into native:

Å Green infrastructure: native 
hedgerow and woodland trees

Å ornamental focal points 

Å Wetland plants, native non 
invasive

Å Ornamental specimen trees 
shrubs and perennial to attract 
pollinators, birds etc

Å Wildflower meadows and native 
bulbs

Å Maintenance and long-term 
stewardship were an important 
consideration, poor management 
and maintenance can be 
disastrous. At Derwenthorpe 20 
year management plan with JRF 
managing the estate.

©Studio Partnington



first season



Four years



15 years on
native planting
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Derwenthorpe, York

15 years on
native planting



15 years on
swales and hedgerows
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