
Tree planting and its 
role in tackling the 
climate emergency



1. Implementing a Carbon 
based 
tree planting strategy.Glen Gorner, Natural Environment 
Manager, Leeds City Council



Tree planting 
targets: 
Challenges.
• Mix of accessible urban trees and woodlands with

increased rural planting. Includes the more
challenging urban sites.

• Policy needs to catch up – “clear, stable and well-
designed policies” (CCC, 2019)

• Identify the challenges and blocks to tree planting
such e.g. Post Common Agricultural Policy and the
transition to Environmental Land Management
schemes.

• Ambition for 2021-25 – 30,000 ha then 30,000
ha/yr to 2050 – 1/3 in England. N.B 2019–20 only
2,330 ha in England. 13,460 ha for UK.

• Balance of other factors such as biodiversity,
farming, landscape character, water quality.
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Trees need soil



• Tree canopy cover  
17.1%

• Wards range from 
10% to 30%

Other Leeds4trees
projects.



White Rose Forest districts
tree planting targets based 
on emissions.

These figures are a theoretical responsibility 
and planting outside of the local authority 
area but within the UK maybe required.



Our understanding of the scale of tree planting across the whole of 
the WRF region is much more nuanced and reflects what each district 
might aim to implement to capture the appropriate amount of 
RESIDUAL CO2 by 2050.

Long-term land use change 
is complex.
A wide range of interests 
and stakeholders
Careful management and 
support

WRF is structured to meet 
that challenge:
1. Supported by a Core 

Team, the WRF steering 
Group oversees and 
coordinates a range of 
specialist task and 
finish groups.

2. Local-authority led 
WRF District groups –
lead on WRF District 
approach.

3. Design-led – uses a 
unique Delivery 
Pathway that allows a 
bespoke approach to 
meeting  local needs.



The challenge for 
Leeds.

LEEDS SCALE

• Current canopy cover = 17.1% (9,468 ha)
• Canopy increase to 33% (18,296 ha)
• Increase of 16% (8,828 ha) e.g. 

approaching 300 ha per year

• Area of land – 4,000 ha. This is 7% of City total 
(55,173 ha)

• TCC of P&C land = 39% (1,557 ha of woodland)
• Suggested canopy increase to 65% (2,807 ha). 

Increase of 1,250 ha over 25 years

PARKS & 
COUNTRYSIDE

SCALE



Sustainable
supply of
trees.



• Choosing the right tree for the 
right location is important

• 3 basic woodland planting 
mixtures have been identified:

o 3 main lowland broadleaved 
woodland types found in the 
leeds area (w10, w16, w8)

o The most common wet 
woodland type found in the 
leeds area (w6)

o Woodland on re-claimed land

• Species choice informed by the 
national vegetation 
classification and ecological site 
classification

Sustainable supply 
of
trees.





Land preparation and thorough 
establishment management are essential. 
And must have a long-term view.



It's not just a tree thing.



Biodiversity
net gain.



'Naturalised’ flood 
management –
making space for 
water.



Green streets
incorporating GBI 
into highway 
design.



White Rose Forest.

• The White Rose Forest Strategy for Leeds
was launched in December 2020

• It sets the ambition to almost double tree
canopy cover by 2050.

• White Rose Forest Action Plan 2021-25
launched in 2021. It covers West & North
Yorkshire.




