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The Benefits of Trees





An Urban Forest Master Plan
 provides the information, recommendations 

and resources needed to effectively and 
proactively manage and grow a city's urban 

forest.

What is an urban Forest Masterplan? 



‘Old’ Tree Strategy New! - TAWS, Master Plan and..       

Comprehensive Tree Strategies

Tree Population (Data) Public (Streets & Parks) Public & Private

People Local Authority Staff All Stakeholders

Goals Proactive Maintenance Shared Vision

Creation Timeframe 4 – 12 weeks 9 – 12 months + 

Implementation Timeframe 5 – 10 years 10 – 20 - 30 - 50+ years

Costs £3,000 - £30,000+ £10,000 - £150,000+

Tree Strategies and Masterplans 



1. Real stakeholder engagement

Engaged 
stakeholders 

means you can do 
more with less. 

Faster.



2. Policy Review

Linkages drive 
cooperation 
and funding



3. Shared Vision 





Justify resource allocation against local priorities



Maximise limited resourcesOpportunity Mapping 

Minimise investigation time
per new tree pit created

Maximise benefits 
per tree planted



Practical shared space issues for tree planting 



‘Urban Challenges’  converted to Hot Spots



Map basic criteria



Remove constraints



Determine tree sites. Assign priorities



Detailed potential tree planting sites



Detailed potential tree planting sitesNext…



Final thoughts

Ecosystem services are the common ground for shared agendas

Stakeholder engagement is critical - be inclusive

Shared vision provides a common sense of direction

As with most urban forestry, solving ‘underground’ is a people challenge

Opportunity Mapping takes practical account of other calls on space


