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• I have a team of 4 qualified, and 
experienced Woodland officers

• I have an annual budget for both 
park and street trees, the 
Department for Infrastructure 
(DfI) own the street trees

• BCC has an inventory of all its 
trees and an in-house designed 
tree database which we are 
currently in the process of 
updating

• However, we were missing an 
important piece – a Tree Strategy



Overview of Belfast Tree Strategy:

1. We engaged with key partner/ 
stakeholders, via several workshops

2. The purpose of the Belfast Tree Strategy - 
to give the Council a structure and 
direction in managing, improving and 
sustaining our city treescape

3. The Tree Strategy has a 10-year life span 
with 37 key priorities/actions

4. Within the Tree Strategy we incorporated 
an independent review of the 37 
priority/actions. The review will be 
undertaken after the first 12 months, then 
once every three years thereafter, to keep 
us focused



Survey Responses

27 July 2022 - 27 August 2022 
Belfast Tree Survey

Your Say Belfast-
Belfast Tree Strategy

1st Survey – Public Questionnaire

Q. I want the trees in Belfast to…
Please rank in order of importance, with 1 being 
the most important and 10 being the least 
important.

1. Provide wildlife habitat
2. Improve air quality (reduce air pollution)
3. Help to make the place beautiful
4. Reduce noise from noisy roads and highways
5. Create shade to help keep my house cool
6. Screen and provide privacy
7. Improve my mental and physical health
8. Increase my property value
9. Prevent the city from becoming a hotter place
10. Reduce flooding/stormwater run-off



Q3 Thinking about Belfast today, do you think there are too many, too few, or about the right 
amount of trees across Belfast?



Tree Strategy
 Vision

“That Belfast is a city which focuses on 
protecting, enhancing and expanding its 

woodlands, hedges and trees, connecting 
people to nature, and ensuring that these 
continue to be a major asset to everyone 
who lives in, works in and visits our city.”



We hosted 5 Public Consultation events -  one in North, South, 
West and East Belfast and one within the City Centre



Public Consultation on
Belfast Tree Strategy
Public Consultation on
Belfast Tree Strategy

“The goals are 
great, but work 

needs to be done to 
ensure their 

implementation.”

“Love seeing more and 
more trees planted in 

Belfast City. Please 
keep this going.”

“It’s important to keep the 
greenery for the future 

generations. Acting
now decisively is the best we can 

offer to our next generations.”“A volunteer drive would be 
fantastic to engage the community 

in the
drive to increase trees, as well as a 

scheme to teach people how to
plant trees in their own gardens 

safely.”
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Strong linkages from Tree Establishment Strategy 
back to Belfast Tree Strategy



R3 Canopy Cover Assessment and Goals



T3 Species diversity – Street trees vs All trees



R8 Tree establishment planning & implementation

Prioritisation against local needs (Tree Equity)



Tree planting opportunities shown at ward level to facilitate decision making and 
resource allocation



Supported by detailed ward 
maps showing existing canopy 
and planting opportunities in 
both soft and hard landscapes



www.belfastcity.gov.uk/treestrategy


