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USING PLANNING POLICIES 
AND PARTNERSHIP WORKING
TO DELIVER SUSTAINABLE GREENSPACES AND 
WOODLANDS



KNITTING TOGETHER POLICIES AND STRATEGIES

National Regional Local Delivery

Decision 
Makers

Landowners

Incentives / 
money

Forth 
Climate 
Forest 

Open space strategies 
& many other local 
policies



PULLING TOGETHER PARNTERSHIPS

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT

SCOTTISH FORESTRY
NATURE SCOT
SEPA
HEALTH BOARDS
OTHER PUBLIC AGENCIES

LOCAL AUTHORITIES

NGO’s:

GAT
WT
TCV
RSPB
SWT
CWA

FORESTRY AND LAND 
SCOTLAND

PRIVATE SECTOR

FARMERS
FORESTRY COMPANIES
BUSINESSES
OTHER LANDOWNERS / 
MANAGERS

OTHER FUNDERS:

LANDFILL TAX
CHARITABLE TRUSTS
LOTTERY FUNDING
GREEN INVESTMENT 
FUTURE WOODLANDS SCOTLAND

COMMUNITY GROUPS
SKILLS, EDUCATION & 
TRAINING

UNIVERSITIES



EXAMPLES OF PROJECTS DELIVERED WITHIN THE CSGN

1. PUBLIC AGENCY - Larbert Woods, Falkirk

2. LOCAL AUTHORITY - Lionthorn, Falkirk

3. COMMUNITY - Dalrymple, East Ayrshire

@greenactionTgreenactiontrust.org



1. PUBLIC AGENCY – Larbert  Woods, Falkirk

@greenactionTgreenactiontrust.org

Former Royal Scottish National Hospital 
Project began 2010

• Significant new development of Forth Valley 
Hospital

• Neighbouring housing developments
• Historic Larbert house
• 30 ha of neglected woodland and greenspace.

Planning context:
• Local Development Plan 
• Falkirk Greenspace Strategy 
• Scottish Forestry Strategy – health priority

Opportunity identified:
• Delivery of significant health related outcomes 

(for both local residents and hospital patients 
and staff) by creating high quality greenspace.



1. PUBLIC AGENCY – Larbert  Woods, Falkirk

@greenactionTgreenactiontrust.org

Partnership with:
• NHS Forth Valley(landowner)
• Falkirk Council
• Ian White Associates
• Central Scotland Forest Trust (CSFT)
• Forestry Commission Scotland
• Scottish Lowland Forest District (SLFD)

Delivered by:
• Ian White Associates  - Masterplanning
• CSFT & SLFD - Woodland management and access improvements undertaken 

2012 
• SLFD (FLS) Long term management, maintenance and engagement.

Funded by:
• Section 75 – Developer contributions
• Forestry Commission Scotland – Woodland In and Around Towns
• NHS Forth Valley
• SLFD /  FLS



1. PUBLIC AGENCY – Larbert  Woods, Falkirk

@greenactionTgreenactiontrust.org

Woodland Management and Access Works
Completed 2012.



1. PUBLIC AGENCY – Larbert  Woods, Falkirk

@greenactionTgreenactiontrust.org

Current Local Development Plan
(2020)



1. PUBLIC AGENCY – Larbert  Woods, Falkirk

@greenactionTgreenactiontrust.org



1. PUBLIC AGENCY – Larbert  Woods, Falkirk

@greenactionTgreenactiontrust.org



2. LOCAL AUTHORITY – Lionthorn, Falkirk

@greenactionTgreenactiontrust.org

Former Colliery Site and disused blaes pitches
Project began 2009

• Effectively “Vacant and Derelict” since 1980’s
• Registered as V&DL in 2015.
• Neighbouring residential development to the 

West
• 10 ha of potential woodland and greenspace.

Planning context:
• Local Development Plan 
• Openspace & Greenspace Strategies
• Central Scotland Green Network
• Vacant and Derelict Land 

Opportunity identified:
• Creation of significant new muti-functional 

greenspace for local communities and removal of 
VDL blight.



2. LOCAL AUTHORITY – Lionthorn, Falkirk

@greenactionTgreenactiontrust.org

Current Local Development Plan
(2020)



2. LOCAL AUTHORITY – Lionthorn, Falkirk

@greenactionTgreenactiontrust.org



2. LOCAL AUTHORITY – Lionthorn, Falkirk

@greenactionTgreenactiontrust.org



2. LOCAL AUTHORITY – Lionthorn, Falkirk2. 

@greenactionTgreenactiontrust.org

Partnership with:
• Falkirk Council
• Green Action Trust 
• Local Communities (but quiet voice)

Delivered in multiple phases by:
• Green Action Trust – capital works and early maintenance
• Falkirk Council – long term management and maintenance.

Funded by:
• Section 75 – Developer contributions
• Falkirk Council
• Forestry Commission Scotland
• Falkirk Environment Trust (Landfill Tax)
• Veolia (Landfill Tax)
• Vacant  and Derelict  Land Investment  Programme



2. LOCAL AUTHORITY – Lionthorn, Falkirk

@greenactionTgreenactiontrust.org

1960

2022



3. COMMUNITY - Dalrymple, East  Ayrshire

@greenactionTgreenactiontrust.org

Former Grazing fields
Project began 2015

• Private ownership 
• Control of land passed to community group –

Dalrymple, Skeldon & Hollybush Project – for  
peppercorn rent

• 3.5 ha of potential woodland and greenspace.

Planning context:
• Community Led Action Planning
• Local Development Plan & Supplementary 

Guidance
• Central Scotland Green Network

Opportunity identified:
• Community empowerment through creation of 

significant new muti-functional greenspace and 
woodland for local community benefit.



3. COMMUNITY - Dalrymple, East  Ayrshire

@greenactionTgreenactiontrust.org

East Ayrshire Local Development Plan 
Context:

• Sensitive Landscape Area
• Phase 1 - Conservation area
• Phase 2 – Out with settlement boundary



3. COMMUNITY - Dalrymple, East  Ayrshire

@greenactionTgreenactiontrust.org

Partnership with:
• CSGNT /  Green Action Trust 
• Community Group

Delivered in 2 phases by:
• CSGNT /  GAT– capital works 
• Community Group – long term 

management and maintenance.

Funded by:
• EB Scotland (Landfill Tax)
• WREN (Landfill Tax)
• SUEZ Community Trust (Landfill Tax)
• East Ayrshire Council
• CSGNT /  GAT
• Nature Scot (Nature Restoration Fund)



3. COMMUNITY - Dalrymple, East  Ayrshire

@greenactionTgreenactiontrust.org

Planning issues still a hinderance to 
project delivery, despite supportive 
policies.



3. COMMUNITY - Dalrymple, East  Ayrshire

@greenactionTgreenactiontrust.org

Phase 1 completed 2019.



3. COMMUNITY - Dalrymple, East  Ayrshire

@greenactionTgreenactiontrust.org

Phase 2 underway 2023.



Progress and Challenges

1980’s

40 years of environmental regeneration across the Central Belt

Now

@greenactionTgreenactiontrust.org



Progress and challenges

Progress:

- Woodland cover increased
- More accessible woodland and 

greenspaces
- Know what works & how to 

deliver change
- Environment no longer a “fringe” 

issue
- Significantly greater emphasis 

and support within planning 
policies

@greenactionTgreenactiontrust.org

Challenges:

- Less interest in Stewardship; 
maintenance and management still not a 
priority

- Consistent support needed (funding)
- Are we aiming high enough with our 

targets and policies?
- Are we accurately recording woodland, 

tree and biodiversity loss?
- Skills & capacity shortage in the sector



Thank You.

CONTACT:

w. greenactiontrust .org

e. douglas.worrall@greenactiontrust .org

m. 07581 432 319

mailto:douglas.worrall@greenactiontrust.org
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