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(Armson et al., 2013; Li et al., 2024; Kofel et al., 2024) 
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5Cavender & Donnelly (2019)
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6Data illustrated from Brasington (2025)
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‘Substantial debate remains among research, management and 
policy-making communities regarding future tree mortality risks’

Allen et al. (2015)

‘Studies exploring the species distribution of urban trees remain 
relatively limited, and a consensus-driven framework to provide 

generalizable guidance for urban tree management and planning 
remains absent’ 

Shen et al. (2025)
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‘We cannot expect to deeply understand the urban forest nor engage in 
the meaningful growth of our field without human perspectives.’

Powning et al. (2024)

Right Tree, Right Place… Right Reason

12Hand et al. (2022)



13The Mersey Forest (2025)
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14The Mersey Forest (2025)
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Ground findings in social reality

Evidence-based species selection

Budgets

Supply Chains

Land Use

Community Preference

Disease Risk

Aesthetic Value



17

Replacement costs

Aesthetic value

Urban comfort

Canopy cover

Trees Planted                 Tree Survival



‘What other manufacturer is able to get away with producing a 
product with such a high failure rate?’

Gilbertson and Bradshaw (1985)
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