
TDAG Seminar 5 Closing the performance gap:  Tree establishment and 
their aftercare and recovery

When do you remove protection and decide the tree is independent in 
the landscape? 

Rupert Bentley-Walls, Senior Arboricultural Officer, Suffolk County 
Council 



What are we trying to achieve ? 



And what do we mean by Protection

ά! ¢ǊŜŜ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ hǊŘŜǊ ό¢thύ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀ ǘǊŜŜ ƻŦ ŀƳŜƴƛǘȅ ǾŀƭǳŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƛǘ ŘƛŜǎέ

ÅDirect Protection
× Support systems, stakes, guying above ground below ground
× Guards, grills, frames, other forms such as rocks, bollards

ÅIndirect Protection 
×Mulches - Organic soil, leaf mould, woodchip 
× Mycorrhizal fungi, compost teas,
× Root deflectors and barriers
× Irrigation -  Pipes, bags, vessels 
× Watering and NPK boosters, 
×Cellular systems, structural soils, Stockholm methods  
×People (Community)



British Standard BS8545:2014 - Trees: from 
nursery to independence in the landscape ς 
Recommendations

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜƭŦ ǘǊŜŜ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ 
ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƛƳŜǎέ














































