Improving the implementation of biodiversity net gain for minor,
medium and brownfield development

Response from the Trees and Design Action Group (TDAG)

Summary

It is widely recognised that we are in a polycrisis and have to respond to the various challenges
including: the need to adapt and mitigate the impacts of climate change; the need to increase
biodiversity and restore nature; the need to provide more homes; the need to improve health
and wellbeing; the need to have a more robust economy.

Itis vital that we do not focus on solving or prioritising one of these critical issues and in doing
so risk creating unintended consequences for the others. We need to resolve them
concurrently to achieve positive outcomes for all.

In 2021 Professor Sir Partha Dasgupta published his Review on the Economics of Biodiversity,
commissioned by HM Treasury. He said:

“Truly sustainable economic growth and development means recognising that our long-term
prosperity relies on rebalancing our demand of nature’s goods and services with its capacity to
supply them. It also means accounting fully for the impact of our interactions with Nature
across all levels of society...Nature is our home. Good economics demands we manage it
better.”

The concept of Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) along with Natural England’s Green Infrastructure
Framework and Local Nature Recovery Strategies (LNRS) was a positive start to the challenge of
increasing biodiversity and nature recovery. However they are a first step and all have room for
improvement!

If we are to take the Dasgupta Review and the Natural England proposals seriously, we need to
take every opportunity to increase biodiversity and at the same time, every opportunity to
ensure improved health and wellbeing for people by providing them with healthy homes in
healthy, nature positive places. Increasing biodiversity in developments at all scales should not
be in conflict.

There are arguments put forward about space and viability, but good design should overcome
these issues and some level of increased biodiversity should be and can be achieved in most
cases. Even a single dwelling can plant a tree or two and, indeed, should do so for long term
climate change adaptation as trees can help to reduce temperatures both externally and
internally by some degrees.

Tree planting can achieved if all local authorities were required to have robust, evidence-based
adopted tree strategies. ' This would cover small sites easily and reduce steps in the planning
process.

BNG should be achieved on site as this is important for ensuring healthy living places for people
with access to some level of nature. Off-site provision is an absolute last resort and sites

" https://www.tdag.org.uk/trees-planning-and-development.html
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should be part of the Green Infrastructure Framework providing green connectivity beyond the
site. Unconnected habitat landbanks should not be permitted

Specifically for trees — they offer a wide range of biodiversity benefits from the biodiversity value
of one tree to connectivity for biodiversity with tree-lined streets and hedgerows.

The 3-30-300 rule recommends a view to 3 mature trees from every home; 30 per cent tree
canopy cove in every neighbourhood and 300 metres from the nearest high-quality public park
or other green space. This is not a prescription but a way of raising awareness of the role of
nature-based solutions at scale i.¢. trees, canopy cover and green space and is already being
used by planning authorities to guide policy.>

Finally, local authorities need support to have the resources to ensure that BNG is delivered
and that the 30-year management plans are in place and ongoing as effectively as possible.

Consultation questions

Overall the aim must be to increase biodiversity at every opportunity as this can be done. The
Eftec/Lifescape/Link report indicated that 89% of planning applications in the first year after
BNG was introduced claimed exemption.®

Looking at the specific questions in the consultation TDAG supports the submissions made by
others such as Wildlife and Countryside Link (WCL) and the Chartered Institute of Ecology and
Environmental Management (CIEEM). . -
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About the Trees and Design Action Group Action Group

The Trees and Design Action Group Trust, brings together individuals, professionals, academics
and organisations from wide ranging disciplines in both the public and private sectors to
improve knowledge and good practice to support the role of urban trees through better
collaboration in the planning, design, construction and management and maintenance of our
urban places.

Contact: Sue James AA Dipl, RIBA, FICFor (Hon) sue.jamesriba@gmail.com

2 https://nbsi.eu/the-3-30-300-rule/
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