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Making the case for investment 

in Green Infrastructure 

TDAG Seminar Series

24 September 2024

Dr Ingo Schüder, Brillianto

The UK is facing a 

Sustainability Crisis

We have the knowledge and the 

tools to do something about it!
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Speed < 10mph

300,000 
overweight & 
obese adults

65,000 
people 
leading 
inactive 
lifestyles

~400 deaths & 
53,000 Asthma 

sufferers

55 
suicides 

26 fatal & 352 
serious road 

casualties 

If you thought, those figures were for the UK…

SORRY, BUT ….
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Sustainability Crisis in Oxfordshire

• Mental Health 

• Air pollution

• Congestion

• Noise

• Inactive Lifestyles

• Fatal & serious road 

accidents

• Obesity 

    TOTAL

- £ 1,300,000,000

- £ 207,000,000

- £ 170,000,000

- £ 132,000,000

- £ 119,000,000

- £ 117,000,000

- £ 88,000,000

- £2,133,000,000

> £ 2 bn every year
~ £3,300 per person

Sustainability Crisis in Bath and North East Somerset

• Mental health

• Biodiversity loss

• Climate Change

• Obesity & overweight

• Transport 

• Air pollution

• Noise

• Inactive lifestyles

    TOTAL

- £ 1,026,000,000

- £ 606,000,000

- £ 253,000,000

- £ 251,000,000

- £ 156,000,000

- £ 80,000,000

- £ 26,000,000

- £2,448,000,000

£ 2.5 bn every year
~ £12,500 per person
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How can we benefit 

from investing in 

Green 

Infrastructure ?

A belt of trees can reduce noise levels by as much as 

6–8 decibels for every 30 metres width of woodland 

© Brillianto Images
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London's urban forest is worth £151m (per annum) in 

carbon storage and carbon sequestration

The value of flood regulation by river 

woodland is worth £6000 p.a. per hectare

© Brillianto Images
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Proposal

Let’s invest £50 million every year

for 30 years 

to reduce the scale of the problem by 10% 

by investing in prioritised and targeted

Green Infrastructure!

How much did you say?
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Making the case for Investment in Green Infrastructure in 
Oxfordshire(Brillianto and Oxfordshire County Council 2020)

Read up the report for detailed evidence on costs of 

unsustainability, Green Infrastructure benefits and 

cost-benefit ratio assumptions and evidence.

Proposal

Let’s invest £50 million every year for 30 years

to reduce the scale of the problem by 10% 

by investing in prioritised and targeted

Green Infrastructure!

P.S. Stern said we should invest 1% of GDP to avoid 
climate catastrophe 

That’s 205 million p.a. for Oxfordshire

(Do the maths for your County!)

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/environment-and-planning/countryside/natural-environment/environmental-policy-and-planning/green-infrastructure
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/environment-and-planning/countryside/natural-environment/environmental-policy-and-planning/green-infrastructure
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©
© Oxfordshire 

County Council 

2022

Involvement of

✓ Decision makers

✓ Political leaders

✓ Businesses

✓ NHS

✓ Highways Agency

✓ Town Planners

✓ Nature Conservation Charities

✓ Education

✓ Communities
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We need an approach to 

Green Infrastructure investment that is

✓Strategic, prioritised & targeted

✓Wholehearted and politically supported

✓Integrated across departments and sectors

✓Co-ordinated

✓Adequately funded

✓Using all available levers and mechanisms

Possible investment through

✓ Rights of Way Improvement Plan

✓ Infrastructure Strategy

✓ Infrastructure Delivery Plans

✓ Air Quality Area Management Plans

✓ City Deal/ Growth Fund

✓ Nature Recovery plans

✓ Biodiversity off-setting

✓ Green Investment Bonds

✓ Government and Foundation Grants

✓ Payment for Ecosystem Services (PES)

✓ NHS Public Health Budget

✓ Flood Risk Management Plans

✓ Planning System (S106 and Community Infrastructure Levy)

✓ Local Transport Plan

✓ Agri- Environment Schemes (Environmental Stewardship)
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Thank you!
For more facts & figures look at the Green Infrastructure Resource Library

Dr Ingo Schüder

Brillianto

consultancy@brillianto.co.uk

07472794179

Twitter @brillianto_GI

Green Space & Green Infrastructure Consultant. 

Fundraising for Nature. 
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Copyright information

➢ Image copyright as stated on each slide

➢ Where no copyright is stated, images are CCO1 licence

➢ Brillianto Images are commercially licenced images. You  are not 

allowed to use them for any purpose without holding a licence. Please 

purchase images here or via contacting images@brillianto.co.uk 

➢ You are not allowed to use part or all of this presentation without 

seeking consent from the author via admin@brillianto.co.uk

mailto:consultancy@brillianto.co.uk
https://x.com/brillianto_GI
https://brillianto.co.uk/photos/shop/
mailto:images@brillianto.co.uk
mailto:admin@brillianto.co.uk

	Slide 1: Making the case for investment in Green Infrastructure  
	Slide 2: The UK is facing a  Sustainability Crisis We have the knowledge and the tools to do something about it!
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: If you thought, those figures were for the UK…
	Slide 5: Sustainability Crisis in Oxfordshire
	Slide 6: Sustainability Crisis in Bath and North East Somerset
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: A belt of trees can reduce noise levels by as much as 6–8 decibels for every 30 metres width of woodland  
	Slide 9: London's urban forest is worth £151m (per annum) in carbon storage and carbon sequestration
	Slide 10: The value of flood regulation by river woodland is worth £6000 p.a. per hectare
	Slide 11: Proposal
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: Proposal
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17: We need an approach to  Green Infrastructure investment that is
	Slide 18: Possible investment through
	Slide 19: Thank you!
	Slide 20: Copyright information

