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Urban Forests & Climate Change

• Mitigation of climate change

• Adapting cities to the impacts of climate change

• Climate change and public health challenges

• Urban nature impacted by climate change

Urban nature increasingly seen as critical infrastructure - assets essential for 

the functioning of societies and economies.



• Canopy cover
• Pocket parks
• Community gardens
• Green schoolyards



https://www.arborday.org/urban-forestry-

economic/#:~:text=The%20urban%20forestry%20sector%20has,employment%20footprint%20worth%20%2464%20billion.

We found that individuals living in the greenest 

neighborhoods incurred, on average, $374 less 

per year in healthcare expenditures, than their 

peers living in the least green neighborhoods 

(Browning et al., 2022)



Some key research themes for today & tomorrow

• Technology, AI, smart inventorying

• Governance and collaboration

• Tree selection and establishment for future 

climates

• Integrating trees in dense urban settings

• Biocultural diversity

• Economics, resources, funding streams for 

management









Key knowledge

• Let trees grow old and large, with good sites, 

establishment and maintenance

• Bring trees and green space close to people

• Green views are important

• Offer a variety of tree and green experiences

• Enhance the urban canopy – locally

• Manage possible negative impacts

• Make the urban forest diverse and resilient



3 mature trees in sight

30% tree canopy in every neighbourhood

Max. 300 metres to public green space



Viewing trees and green
• Visible green – mental health

Living under tree canopies and in green neighbourhoods
• Tree canopy cover – cooling, social meeting places

Recreational use of green
• Public, multifunctional green – all health aspects, 

from physical to social

Treesrule.com



https://emec-ecology.co.uk/why-is-biodiversity-net-gain-important/





A Bright Perspective for Research that Matters?

cecil@nbsi.eu
https://www.linkedin.com/in/cecil -konijnendijk-2038201/  
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