
Urban Forestry

The holistic approach to tree 
management



 Challenges
 Climate change

 Pest and disease

 Development –
 Housing and R&D

 Longevity

 Nuisance/inconvenience

 Dwindling resources

 Separated teams



 In view of the Multi-benefits that we receive from trees and the 
challenges associated with their management, it is essential for 
Councils to set out their approach to tree management and 
protection. 

 By moving towards a more integrated approach to tree 
management, Councils can extend the scope of their policies 
beyond that which relate solely to the management of its own asset 
and their statutory responsibilities.

 And can include policies that recognise and enhance the overall 
environmental benefits of all urban trees.



The Urban Forest 
Approach
 Urban forestry, used more in 

mainland land Europe and the 
US, differs from arboriculture 
in that it considers the 
cumulative benefits of an 
entire tree population across a 
town or city, regardless of 
ownership.

 Looking holistically at the 
urban forest and its 
associated benefits allows for 
consideration of the broader 
issues of climate change and 
population growth that can be 
influenced by, and that can 
affect, an urban forest.



Cambridge Canopy Cover

 Over 75% of land in 
Cambridge is privately 
owned.

 Average city canopy cover 
total is 17%

 16.3% is in City Council 
ownership

 9.6 % is in Highway Authority 
ownership but managed by 
the City Council

 74.1 % is in private 
ownership



Management of Private trees 
through statutory powers
 Regional and Local Policy

 NPPF

 Local Plan

 Planning Applications
 Development will be permitted; which avoids felling, significant surgery 

(either now or in the foreseeable future) and potential root damage to 
trees of amenity or other value, unless there are demonstrable public 
benefits accruing from the proposal which outweigh the current and 
future amenity value of the trees.



Amenity Criteria
Amenity 
value is 
based on 7 
criterion 





How it joins together



Enhancement
 77 % of land and the greater % of canopy cover in Cambridge is privately 

owned.  If council’s relied solely on their own land for trees the urban 
forest would be very sparse.

 Regulatory responsibilities affecting 
private property help to maintain 
canopy cover in these areas but are 
not sufficient because they deal largely 
with preservation and replacement 
planting.

 Ultimately therefore a robust tree 
stock relies on the support of 
homeowners, businesses, volunteers 
and land owners.



Enhancement contd
 An urban forestry approach to management includes influencing and encouraging

proactive management of private land to enhance tree cover 

 Improving awareness
 Not just amenities but assets that pay dividends in terms of their social, 

environmental and economic benefits.

 Education
 Educating the wider community involves not only informing them about 

the importance and benefits of trees but also how and where they can 
make their own contribution by planting trees on their own land or 
helping to maintain public trees.



 Working with partners
 Creating partnerships with institutions and land-

owners 
 Sponsorship from local business
 Raising awareness
 Business partners 

 Can contribute through financial support
 Some businesses have a direct stake in the urban 

forest
 Others may be interested in offsetting their 

environmental impacts.



Examples
Cambridge City Council Urban Forest (UF) Approach has four core principles

 Manage More

 Plant More

 Protect More

 Engage More

Principles are interlinked with Cambridge City Council serving as the lead agency 
for Urban Forest delivery.



Partnerships and Funded Projects

2019–2023 – The Cambridge Canopy Project - Interreg 2 Seas 

 Neighbourhood Canopy Campaign

 i-Tree Eco Project

 Free Trees for Babies

 Ash Tree Hunt – Community mapping and ash dieback planning with ARU (ongoing).

 Cambridge Tree Map – Mapping city-wide tree data using the Curio app (currently 
suspended).

2021–Present

 Local Authority Treescape Fund (LATF

 Urban Tree Challenge Fund (UTCF

2020–Present

 Partnership with Trees for Streets

2024–2025

 Coronation Living Heritage Fund

 National Lottery Climate Action Fund – In partnership with Cambridge Past, Present & 
Future



Thank you


