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What the NPPF says 

129. Area-based character assessments, design guides and codes and masterplans can be used to help ensure that land is used efficiently while 
also creating beautiful and sustainable places.

133. To provide maximum clarity about design expectations at an early stage, all local planning authorities should prepare design guides or 
codes .... which reflect local character and design preferences. Design guides and codes provide a local framework for creating beautiful and distinctive 
places

134. Design guides and codes can be prepared at an area-wide, neighbourhood or site- specific scale, and to carry weight in decision-
making should be produced either as part of a plan or as supplementary planning documents. 



What the LURA Says

.

15F Design code for whole area

(1)A local planning authority must ensure that, for every part of their area, the development plan includes requirements with respect 
to design that relate to development, or development of a particular description, which the authority consider should be met for planning
permission for the development to be granted.

(2)Subsection (1) does not require the local planning authority to ensure—

(a)that there are requirements for every description of development for every part of their area, or

(b)that there are requirements in relation to every aspect of design.
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Your code

There is logic behind the requirement



Some examples 











Codes should have content on street trees!



New homes, existing trees



New streets, new homes, new trees



Sets design aspirations.  It explains what 
the authority want to achieve and why –
the place characteristics they want to see 

created.   but Guidance does not 
specifically define how it should be 

achieved 

Guidance can not be directive as it is 
applied across many different contexts.  

These influence the physical forms used to 
meet the guidance requirements

Are design requirements that are directive. 
Like guidance they explain what the authority 

want to achieve. 

But unlike guidance they set the actual built 
form needed to do this

Codes either set forms that can be successfully 
used in any context (universal codes) or relate 
to common or specific contexts (area type and 

place codes)

Des ig n Guidance Des ig n C odes





Authority Wide Design Codes can:

• Part of, or sister to, a Local Plan 

• Focus down onto key development issues across the authority

• Set clear, unambiguous directive design requirements for the type 
of development they cover

• Influence site capacities and so, potentially, housing targets



What could Authority Wide Design Codes achieve?

• Stop the poorest quality ‘designed for nowhere built’ everywhere 
schemes

• De-risk innovative building and street designs

• Offer locally accepted solutions for repeated problems such as lack 
of street trees, parking wars and unsightly bin stores



What could Authority Wide Design Codes can not do:

• Replace architectural creativity

• Cover all design aspects for all development types everywhere

• Create award winning schemes!



Thankyou 

Esther Kurland

Urban Design Learning

www.urbandesignlearning.com


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: Some examples 
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: Codes should have content on street trees!  
	Slide 12:  New homes, existing trees
	Slide 13: New streets, new homes, new trees
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16: Authority Wide Design Codes can:
	Slide 17: What could Authority Wide Design Codes achieve?
	Slide 18: What could Authority Wide Design Codes can not do:
	Slide 19: Thankyou 

