
Why Trees?



Catherine Nuttgens 
MICFor TechArborA

Freelance Arboriculturalist and Chartered Urban 
Forester. 

25 years of working with people and trees.

Youth, Education, Heritage, Access to Nature, 
Arboriculture, Community and Urban Forestry





What do trees do for us



ENVIRONMENT
FLOODING, POLLUTION, CARBON 
CAPTURE



Trees slow down rain flowing into rivers





BIODIVERSITY AND NATURE



AMENITY
VISUAL APPEAL/LANDSCAPE DESIGN/PLACE 
MAKING



ECONOMY – 
PRODUCTION AND VALUE



People - mental and physical health



Cultural narrative of trees – can change policy and the way 
that trees are valued



SOME OF THE  CHALLENGES



Increasing 
Canopy Cover

• Look after the trees 
you’ve already got

• Plan for trees

• Plant more trees



Trees are not critical 
infrastructure - 
Communication is 
vital!

There is almost 
always a 

reason not to 
plant trees

Cost

Utilities

Ecology

Archaeology 
/heritage

Landscape 
design

Planning

People

Highways



Right trees in the 
right place for 
the right reason







A good urban 
forest:

• Is well planned and understood

• Has trained and experienced 
people to manage it

• Has the resources needed to 
manage the risk and care for 
trees so that they flourish

• Has informed and engaged 
communities



In Malmo, trees are 
considered critical 
infrastructure
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