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Multidisciplinary design

User hierarchy

Geometry based

Roads hierarchy



“Putting people and place before the 
movement of motor vehicles”…..

unlocking… “the full potential of our 
streets to become vibrant, safe and 
attractive places.”

John Swinney

Foreword to Designing Streets













‘Health-check’ research

------anecdotes to evidence---------

• Guidance review
• Questionnaires / interviews
• Case studies
• Recommendations - August 2013

Guidance   -- Process   -- Confidence



Guidance

measure up other national or  local 

Guidance   -- Process    -- Confidence

Confidence 

consistent check – does design comply?

resources on materials/street details

Process  DS can: 

• align roads + planning info.

• 2-stage RCC ?

• audit street quality ?





Processing agreements

Common method of assessing quality

A streamlined structured process

Emphasis on design to achieve an 
appropriate level of integrated information





…Pre-application discussions…

Concept or 
strategic design

Integrate urban 
design & street 
design

ALIGNING PLANNING PERMISSION 
AND ROADS CONSTRUCTION CONSENT
Framework

Design aspects 
within 

‘Designing 
Streets’

Roads design 
considerations

RCC Stage 1

Planning 
permission + fixed

street layout

RCC Stage 2

Roads 
Construction 

Consent granted

Construction, 
adoption

Briefing
Resolve 
technical roads 
& street details

Prepare 
parallel 
submissions

Timeline…

6 qualities of successful places: the starting point



…Pre-application discussions…

Concept or 
strategic design

Integrate urban 
design & street 
design

RCC Stage 1

Planning 
permission + fixed

street layout

RCC Stage 2

Roads 
Construction 

Consent granted

Construction, 
adoption

Briefing
Resolve 
technical roads 
& street details

Prepare 
parallel 
submissions

Framework timeline – 2 stage



…Pre-application discussions…

Concept or 
strategic design

Integrate urban 
design & street 
design

STREET STRUCTURE
Pedestrians and cyclists

Connections to wider networks
Connections within a place

Block Structure
Walkable neighbourhoods

Public transport
Context and character

Orientation

STREET LAYOUT
Achieving appropriate traffic speed
Junction types and arrangements

Streets for people
Integrating parking

Emergency & service vehicles

STREET DETAIL

Drainage
Utilities
Planting

Materials
Reducing        

clutter

Traffic Generation
Street Use:
Pedestrians
Cyclists
Inclusivity, accessibility &   

equality
Visual quality

Signs and lining
Materials palette
Drainage details
Utilities
Construction details

STREET STRUCTURE
Pedestrians and cyclists

Connections to wider networks
Connections within a place

Block Structure
Walkable neighbourhoods

Public transport
Context and character

Orientation

STREET LAYOUT
Achieving appropriate traffic speed
Junction types and arrangements

Streets for people
Integrating parking

Emergency & service vehicles

STREET DETAIL

Drainage (detail)
Utilities (detail)
Planting (detail)

Materials
Reducing         

clutter

ALIGNING PLANNING PERMISSION 
AND ROADS CONSTRUCTION CONSENT
Framework

Design aspects 
within 

‘Designing 
Streets’

Roads design 
considerations

Road alignment
Junction layout
Tracking
Visibility
Landscaping
(Safety audit stages 1 & 
2)

RCC Stage 1

Planning 
permission + fixed

street layout

RCC Stage 2

Roads 
Construction 

Consent granted

Pedestrians and cyclists
Connections to wider networks

Connections within a place
Block Structure

Walkable neighbourhoods
Public transport

Context and character
Orientation

Drainage (strategic)
Utilities (strategic)

Green Infrastructure

Construction, 
adoption

Briefing
Resolve 
technical roads 
& street details

Prepare 
parallel 
submissions

Timeline…

6 qualities of successful places: the starting point



Testing structured approach against 
live cases shows it can:
• provide consistency
• earlier certainty for applicants
• be flexible to suit local practice

SO publish approach as good practice 
AND next step…
time periods between validation 
(minimum requirements) to 
determination of RCC (stage 1) should 
mirror those in planning. 
Use other tools and processing 
agreements to set agreed timescales 
for planning and roads.

Guidance   -- Process   -- Confidence





PURPOSE: Improve timescales and processes associated with 
development consents.

ACTION: Implement work on AC to speed up time from 
application to approvals.























Design/think at eye level

Respect human scale

…design for a person
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design-led process for distinctive places

standard uniform approach













1. Resource use - shared

2. Adaptability and Maintenance - cared for

3. Well-being - within and beyond the building



‘place’ :

• the environment in which we live

• the people that inhabit these spaces

• the quality of life that comes from the 

interaction of people and their 

surroundings

Creating Places



Scottish Government

NHS Health Scotland

A+DS

A Place Standard for Scotland

http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Scottish_Government_logo.png&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=PtC_VP3XA8TD7gbovYGYDw&ved=0CBgQ9QEwAQ&usg=AFQjCNFQSfkU864qifkiXOs24ouRwPqyTw
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Scottish_Government_logo.png&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=PtC_VP3XA8TD7gbovYGYDw&ved=0CBgQ9QEwAQ&usg=AFQjCNFQSfkU864qifkiXOs24ouRwPqyTw


Place and Health Inequalities?

The environment that surrounds us 

has substantial influence over our 

health and wellbeing

It provides us with basic needs

It can be hazardous

It can be detrimental to health

It can create and nurture health Image Flickr Lawrence OP



“We wish to see a Scotland where a

Scottish Neighbourhood Quality

Standard is used for neighbourhood

asset development.”
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PUBLIC TRANSPORT

FACILITIES & AMENITIES

GREENSPACE

PLAY

HOUSING MIX

PARKING

STREETSCAPE & SETTING
VISUAL CHARACTER

SOCIAL INTERACTIONS

ENGAGED COMMUNITIES

MAINTENANCE 
& SERVICING

PERCEPTIONS 
OF SAFETY

MOVING AROUND

COMMUNITY IDENTITY & 
SENSE OF BELONGING



3. Collaboration

Responsibility for roads and streets…….
‘Together we raise expectations, look after 

and improve
our place!’



‘People live in houses…
but where do the houses live?

If they are homeless, then all we are left 
with is the typical endless, featureless 
suburbia!’

Gordon Cullen, Maryculter report
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