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0.5% of the UK grey infrastructure budget
= 141% increase of our green infrastructure 

budget



The underworld allocation process



Perceived constraints to 

delivery of sustainable GI?
• Developers renege on GI delivery 

once they have planning permission

• Highways engineers are anti trees

• Utility companies destroy trees

• Numbers driven political agendas

• GI design lacks appropriate specialist 

input

• Failure to secure management 

budgets



Tree people like talking to tree people

bBlah blah blah trees blah



Recognising opportunities

Car parks offer 

large areas of 

urban open 

space







Bespoke design below ground maximises 

future compatibility







Flexi-Pave: recycled 

tyres, aggregate and 

bonding agent create 

highly permeable, flexible 

wearing surface







Project brief, scope and constraints

• What you have to work with - geology

• Loading and capacity specification

• Available space below ground

• Water management objectives

• Impact mitigation - landscape and amenity

• Security - lighting, CCTV etc













Salford research project

Partners include:

•Red Rose Community 

Forest

•Salford Borough Council

•The Environment Agency

•Manchester University 

•United Utilities Group plc!

Potential to manage 

stormwater runoff 

quality and quantity 

using green 

infrastructure  
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Sii

Sustainable integrated infrastructure - Sii

Effective

Resilient

Compatible



Look beyond the 

tree pit…

Sii – The Future


